CHRISTMS 2009

We have had an gxeiting year this gear. Of coursg, most of my life egnters around my pups. {Ind they
took mg for quiteg a nicg ridg. (Il thrgg surprised mg in somge very nicg ways!

CDX\ which is Companion Pog €xegllgnt (Opegn Obgdignee).
March. She chosg that day to suddegnly hegl in the ring like she
was doing! fler performanecg is on YouTubg (Sgarch on Westig and
CpX). lwas really fortunatg that a frignd taped it for me. Molly hasn’t been as
good in any future attgmpts. | think God gave me that ong great dayg and | have
dgeided to not “push it” ang further!l S0 she is retirgd from formal obgdigneg and dogs it just for fun
now.

Molly garngd her
This happgned in
knegw what she

$O hg wouldn’t
thought he

@legnnig shocked me in October. | gntered him in five obedigneg shows just
N

feel lgft out. tig went 5 for 5 and ¢arngd his , somgthing | ngver
would do! tig showed his brother and sister up niegly!

Hnd Jake earned both his m‘, novieg
with six BlUC ribbons! tlg then decided

s0 wg pullgd whilg wg work through this | glitch. g also garned his EE Junior €arthdog
titlg this summer. {dnd he ¢arned the 2008 Rally (1l Scorgs {Innual ‘ﬂWard from the
National Club. (@lgnnig and Jake have now garned the National Club Versatilg Pog dward and Molly has
the Versatile Pog €xeellgnt dward!)

It is hard to ask for more...bat | did get more! In February, as we were walking into a show, we were
stopped by a photographer who wanted to tape us. g followed us into the building and intervigwed
me. g taped Molly in the ring and in the gnd, Molly and [ gnded up on the front page of the Petroit
News! Jou can sgg the articlg and vidgo with my intervigw at:
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbes.dll/articlg? dIP=-2009902270394

1t Cobo the negxt week, somegong took Molly and Glgnnig’s photo and they ended up in an ad for a dog
prodact. (Photo is in the card.)

Molly is aging well. For a 12 year old, she gets around very nicegly and is still very active. She is trging
to get her Tracking title but weg had a bit of a gliteh. It was so funngy, | am recounting it below:

Miss Molly went to her first Tracking test today. We did not pass so it was a $55 walk in the park....Jurassic Park, that is/ We
never do anything the easy way. If there is a possibility of something weird happening, it will happen to us. Dog I passed, Dog 2
failed, Dog 3 passed, Dog 4 failed and then it was Molly's turn. A caravan of a dozen vehicles drove to the site for her test.
When we got there everyone got out and went to the viewing area and the judges, observers, Molly and I went down towards
the starting area. Well, off to the right about 200 yards was a barnyard and in the fenced area by the barn were two horses
and a llama. They were apparently fine yesterday when they plotted the track and okay when the track was laid but when the
dozen cars drove up and disgorged 30 or so people, they got very upset.

We walked to the first flag and Molly sniffed the starting article and I encouraged her to "o track”. She headed out and got
about 15 yards. But by then the llama was pacing back and forth and the horses started neighing very loudly. They were upset
and the more noise they made the more excited they got. The llama didn’t seem to be making noise but it may have just been
drowned out by the horses. The horses started chasing each other and I swear they began to scream. Then it sounded like a
raptor started crowing too..at top volume from inside the barn so it echoed. Later I heard it was a "rescued” peacock! And
someone told me there were also two dogs running around in all the commotion. With all of this going on, Molly just stopped and


http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009902270394�

stared. I encouraged her and instead of going forward, she returned to me. Ina lull, I sent her back out and she went but then
the horse screamed again and she stopped dead. She came back to me and I couldn't get her going forward again. Finally the
Judge came over and said, "This is the Test from HELL. You might as well just use this as a practice track.” So they all left and
the tracklayer and I took Molly out. When we finished we went past the barn again and the animals were totally silent!

Later one of the judges said to me, "If you closed your eyes, you could easily have believed that you were in a jungle
somewhere”. And that wasn't any exaggeration at all. I thought they were playing the soundtrack from Jurassic Park//l T

Her sgcond test was better. She tracked 4 Iggs and 3 turns but she just could not makg theg 4™ turn
which involved a cover change. Instead she turned around and glared at the judges. They couldn’t
hear her but [ could hear a little “grrrrr” from under her breath! [ gugss she dgcided she didn’t likg the
peanat gallgry!l $o, magbg next year! tlgr ¢yes argn’t great — she has cataracts in both ¢yes (lsikg mom,
likg daughter!) but they argn’t bad gnough to risk thg surgery yet. {Ind she is retired now from all
competitivg sports that requirg jumping but she still lovgs €arthdog and we have a great timg at that.
We'll give tracking another shot in the spring and sge if she can certify again. If not, I'll probably Igt
Jakg take over her classgs.

Molly, Glegnnig and Jake all loveg to go out in the back yard and hunt. They hunt the eritters they beligve
livg on the other sidg of the feneeg. They arg sure there arg micg under the storage units and this year |

must havg rgscued 50 toads. | can hegar the “eritter” bark and 8o out and ggt the toad beforg they paw it
to death. (Toads herg arg not poisonous and the Westigs have Igarnegd to not gat them! They know that
if they do, their mouth will foam and causg mom to panic and half drown them with the hosg!)

Finallyg | will megntion that we continued to attend Roek-N-Roll K-9 gvgnts, www.rocknrollk9s.com , and
they all seem to gnjoy gntertaining the erowds. Glgnnig has dong some paradgs and is quitg proud of
himself. [ feel sureg that working in front of these crowds madg all the difference in the ability of Molly
to get her CPX and Glgnnig his CP. I'm hoping the same magic works for Jake. He still loves to visit the
crowds but is doing pretty well at working his obgdigneg during free times between shows despite the
distractions.

We were very busy with Regscug this year, taking in morg Rescugs than gver bgforg. 'vg begegn doing Igss
fostering personally but our organization has bggn growing with thg addition of somg great ngw foster
homgs. I'm concgntrating morg on thg administrative side of thg work.

We also gnjoyed a visit from Gagle Gray, my good frignd from so long ago now! We met when we were
17; shg was regplacing me as theg co-op student at Michigan Bell whilg | went on to full-timg work. It was
fun to sharg a meal and recount our megmorigs to her grandkids! (Sister) Fran and Pel are retirgd and
still livg in Temperaneg. My older ngphew, Jim, is temporarily working in €ngland but will be back by
Christmas; gounger ngphegw Tom just moved to dnn Arbor which is closer to his work.

We wish you all a great Holiday and a happy 2010.

Beth, Molly, Glgnnig and Jake

My Websitg: www.westigdreaming.com

This Card: http:/bewi234.8lis.ngt/NEW/Christmas09/Card2009.htm (on the cover, the dogs from left to
right arg Jake, Molly and Glgnnig)

Our Rescug Newsletter: www.westig3.fatcow.com//ChristmasNewslgtter09/Chnegwsltro9.htm



http://www.rocknrollk9s.com/�
http://www.westiedreaming.com/�
http://bew1234.glis.net/NEW/Christmas09/Card2009.htm�
http://www.westie3.fatcow.com/ChristmasNewsletter09/Chnewsltr09.htm�

